15th February 2026

Call to worship
Jesus’ glory and identity was revealed to his disciples.
We come today to see the glory of God.
We come to know Jesus, the Son of God.
We come to be dazzled by God’s presence among us.
We come for all to be revealed that we might listen more
closely to God’s Word.
A gathering prayer
Lord, we want to see your glory!
Help us to be prepared to meet you,
to experience those places
where we can hear your voice
and see your radiance.
Make us open to recognising you,
that we may treasure your presence.
Give us the strength of faith
to share our joy with others,
that they too may know themselves
to be loved by you. Amen.
A prayer of approach
Living God,
we are here to worship today because we love you,
because we want to celebrate you.
We rejoice because you are here
to cherish our worship, to receive our praise,
and to fill our hearts with your wisdom, your joy
and a deep longing for your kingdom to come in our world.
In Jesus’ name. Amen.
A prayer of adoration
God of all we are and do,
of all that has been and of all that is to come,
thank you: for your living word of scripture,
for the Word made flesh in Jesus,
for your life-giving Spirit.
May we hear all that you would share with us with joy,
and live with the passion and the purpose of the first disciples,
and share all that you bless us with courage, generosity and
conviction to your glory. Amen.
A prayer of confession and an Assurance of forgiveness
A prayer of confession
Faithful God:
please forgive us when we are here in body, but not in spirit,
and may your morning star rise in our hearts;
please forgive us when we listen but do not hear,
and may your morning star rise in our hearts;
please forgive us when we hear but do not believe,
and may your morning star rise in our hearts;
please forgive us when we believe but do not share our faith,
and may your morning star rise in our hearts. Amen.
 
Assurance of forgiveness
God of light, of hope and of healing,
although we do not always feel forgiven,
and struggle to accept the gifts you would give,
we rejoice in the fact that your Son lived, died
and rose again for each one of us
that we might not be burdened by the past
but set free to live, fully and faithfully, every day. Amen.
A prayer of praise and thanksgiving
God of good news:
for eyewitnesses who share
for all who were there, we praise you;
for your living Word, your loving heart
that calls us all to play our part, we praise you.
We thank you for your presence here;
help us to know that you are near,
as we praise you. Amen.
I was there E S
Reflect on special moments
You will need: a large cardboard box; magazines, scissors, glue, pens, items to decorate the box.
· Begin by asking if anyone has a ‘memory box’, or has made a scrapbook of memories? This has become a modern way of bringing together all those bits and pieces that may have been in a drawer or box, into a nicely presented story that can be shared and passed on. This can also help us to recall important moments that might otherwise be forgotten.
· Work together to decorate the large cardboard box, making it into a memory box for your church. You can include things already on the outside that have been part of your collective history, or add words about your church’s identity and mission.
· Decide what things you will place in the memory box, so that you collect items that represent key moments in your community life, and reflect opportunities for encounter with God.

Matthew 17.1-9, 2 Peter 1:16-21 

‘I was there’ is not good news at the moment. The release of documents related to the 
late Jeffrey Epstein name the wealthy and powerful ‘elites’ to whom he is supposed to have given money and favours. Politicians, royalty and wealthy people in industry have issued denials about being part of Epstein’s abuse of women and girls. Association with sleaze, corruption and criminality is ‘sticky’ and nobody wants it on them. Prime Minister Keir Starmer’s top aides have resigned because of it. Nobody wants to say ‘I was there’ because it leads to shame and downfall.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Dr Anne Richards is part of the National Public Policy Team at the Church of England, focusing on modern society, popular culture, contemporary spirituality and apologetics
] 

By complete contrast, St Peter joyfully tells us ‘I was there’ at the revelation of Jesus’ nature and God’s purposes in the story of the Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1-9; 2 Peter 1:16-21). It is a story of breakthrough, a completely different kind of witness. Peter wants everyone to know that he was there to see the doxa, the radiance of God’s glory, as Jesus is confirmed as the beloved Son. Jesus’ truth leads to hope and salvation.
As documents get reported in the press and pored over by social media, we hear how dark God’s world can become in the hands of the wicked who think they are beyond accountability and justice. At the heart of the Epstein affair are the many untold stories of women and girls, treated like commodities to be served like cocktails, and tossed aside like empty glasses.
So we need the breakthrough brightness of the Transfiguration more than ever today, not just to see Jesus as a shining counterpoint to the mire of sin wielded by the powerful, but as a way of describing truth and hope. Jesus fulfills the Law and prophecies of Moses and Elijah in a completely unexpected way: not by joining the power struggles of the great elites, but by raising up the voiceless, the powerless and the hurt. The disciples have to learn this and do so by literally seeing Jesus in a different light, confirmed as the Son of God. We need to be there too in this light in the darkness, when we wonder how to respond to human evil.
 
What should we do about a ‘shameful’ past? We might cover it up or lie about it, especially if it could cost us our job, or even life. Even Peter lied about his association with Jesus, sat around that campfire on that Thursday night after Jesus had been arrested, the night before Jesus would be tried and crucified. He denied three times that and he knew Jesus, even though he knew Jesus was the Son of God (Luke 22:54-62)! Why is it necessary to witness to the truth no matter the cost?  And why is it so hard for people in power?
 
Have you ever listened to a eulogy at a funeral and thought, ‘If that was me, I would have wanted to leave out that part!’ The great thing about recounting an event from your own life is that you can do a little editing, because it is your story to tell in the way that makes the most sense to you.  
The account of the transfiguration on the mountain, as recorded by Matthew, is echoed by Peter’s later letter. Even if not written by Peter himself, the memory rings true as a record of what he experienced and how he felt. Looking at the event across the three synoptic Gospels, Peter features centre stage in each. Matthew recorded that Peter offered to put up three dwellings, one each for Jesus, Moses and Elijah. Luke’s account adds ‘not knowing what he said’. Mark goes further, justifying the impetuous suggestion with the reasonable explanation: ‘for they were terrified’. Between these three reports of one event there are varying levels of information, just as we would expect to find in contemporary articles across a range of newspapers. We each see an event from an angle, or hear it from a source, or choose to include or forget some details.
Has anyone been a witness to an event that they were asked later to describe, perhaps an accident? It’s rare to have all the details – by the time you realise it is happening it is over and you missed the crucial moment – for example, before you heard the impact, you would not have looked in the right direction to notice the car skidding.
Peter was there, very present, with supernatural events unfolding close-up and shining with glory. Even though terrified, and no doubt blinded to some details, he would never forget the moment and how it made him feel. It is therefore interesting that when he tells the story for himself, he leaves out the whole business about the shelters and makes no mention of his confusion and fear. What he focuses on is the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ and the voice of ‘Majestic Glory’ confirming Jesus as God’s Son. Everything else had become insignificant in the light of that glory.
In his re-telling, he speaks of the present darkness and then looks forward to the day that will dawn when the morning star rises in our hearts. For him, and he hopes for his readers, his personal encounter on the mountain confirms this – that Jesus will come again in glory. He should know: he was there! 
Peter was there. And despite denying Jesus and being overcome by fear at the time of Jesus arrest now he is prepared to be a bold witness for him, that will eventually result in his martyrdom in Rome in the early years of the church around 63 Ad at the time of Emperor Nero and his persecution of Christians. 
Peter is an unlikely leader of the church. He is a bit hot tempered and unthinking, ruled by his emotions. Then he failed. He denied Jesus. He turned away out of fear at a crucial moment.  You wouldn’t put him down as your usual leadership material. Yet he was there. Jesus gave him a second chance. Jesus saw something in him. He came back. He admitted his failings, he became wiser as a result, he became faithful after failure. But he kept his eyes on Jesus. He felt the call of Christ. 
they fell face down to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and touched them. ‘Get up,’ he said. ‘Don’t be afraid.’ 8 When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus.
  
Do you feel the call of Jesus to do something? To follow his leading? Do you feel you have let the Lord down in someway. Are you like those disciples do you have your face down in fear and shame. Is the Lord touching you: Get up, don’t be afraid – keep your eyes on me.



The "transfiguration" event marks the beginning of a new phase in Jesus' mission and ministry. From now on he will set his face to go towards Jerusalem. He will face conflict, suffering, torture and death. The road ahead will be tough. The transfiguration gives a glimpse of another reality beyond all that.  At the end of this experience Jesus tells Peter, James and John, the ones who went up the mountain with him,  to tell no one until the son of Man is raised from the dead.  The transfiguration is like a preview of what’s to come. 

It is the biblical equivalent of Friday night at your local cinema and watching the trailers for the soon to be released films. It is a preview of what it would be for Christ in the resurrection. Jesus' face shines like the sun, Matthew tells us, and his clothes become dazzling white. Jesus is glorified right before the very eyes of Peter, James, and John as he communes with Moses and Elijah, two individuals from the Old Testament who both endured rejection by the people, but had support from God.

Previews, unfortunately, don't last long by their very nature. If they did, they wouldn't be called "previews." They would be full-length movies. But then again, this is one of the Bible's true mountaintop experiences, and as we all know, mountaintop experiences don't last very long. 
Every once in a while a moment comes along that we wish we could freeze for all eternity. It's the kind of experience that reaches down into the marrow of our bones and touches us with a special feeling. We wish it would last forever, but it doesn't. We can say ‘we were there’ at that moment and it can inspire us in the future when we look back.

When you go on holiday sometimes you don’t want to leave. You want to stay there. 

Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters-one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." Scholars over the years have tried to explain what in the world Peter meant by this suggestion. But, I think trying to find meaning to these words is pointless. It's simply the way Matthew explains: Peter was frightened and he just said the first thing that came to into his head. He simply could not comprehend what was happening. We have all said stupid stuff when we are confused , frightened, shocked, disorientated. 

In life, moments occur that are incomprehensible. The birth of one's own child is one of those moments. The loss of a loved one is one of those moments. There are mountaintop and valley moments throughout life. We are never ready for them. They arrive unannounced changing us in irreversible ways.

Jesus was changed by his experience of transfiguration. The transfiguration spoke of a different reality. Children's stories are full of characters who move back and forth between different realms of reality. Take Cinderella, for example. You know the story of four mice pulling a pumpkin, whisking Cinderella away from poverty into an exalted moment of acceptance and glory. In one transforming moment, the servant is transformed into the queen of the ball. Suddenly, everyone can see Cinderella's beauty and worth. Or take the story of The Lion King, where Simba, a young lion cub, makes a series of selfish choices that lead to his father's death. He has to flee. After a long exile, he is challenged to return. While wrestling with the decision, he sees in a pond his own image, mysteriously transfigured into the image of his deceased father. In that moment, he sees the purpose of his life and discovers the courage to return. Or take Beauty and the Beast, where the beast is transformed by love back into a prince.

In these stories, reality is seen in a whole new way. As for the disciples, during these very mysterious moments on the mountain, the one they had followed up the mountain was transfigured before them.
Are there other people we need to see in a different way? Do we need the eyes to see new realities?

 
How significant was it for Jesus to hear these words of affirmation and love ‘this is my beloved son with whom I am well pleased’ at the start of his ministry as he was baptised and then now, before he makes his way to the cross.  Surely those moments sustained him.  When everyone else seemed against him, when he was reviled and scorned and crucified, did he succumb to their taunts and lies, did he feel worthless even deserving of suffering and punishment?  Surely he kept sight of that mountaintop experience, surely he kept alive in his heart those words ‘you are loved, I take delight in you’.

You may look back and think of the hard times, the places of pain and failure. When some people do this they can become overwhelmed with guilt and self loathing.  The disciples in this story fell on their faces  and were terrified at what they experienced of the transfiguration of Jesus. Perhaps, as often happens in scripture when individuals stand on holy ground they are struck down by an awareness of their own sense of unworthiness and failure in contrast to the holiness of the one they face.  Matthew says that Jesus came and touched those terrified disciples and said ‘Rise and have no fear’ and when they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus. Can you look back and see, even in the hard times, the presence of Christ? Can you, with the power of the Holy Spirit, learn and grow through those times so that they no longer have a hold on you, that you can rise up and have no fear?’
Life is humbling. Whether the holy moments of ecstasy, the mountain top experiences, or the hard times in the valleys. 

In the summer of 1941, Sergeant James Allen Ward was awarded the Victoria Cross for climbing out onto the wing of his Wellington bomber at 13,000 feet above ground to extinguish a fire in the starboard engine. Secured only by a rope around his waist, he managed to smother the fire and return along the wing to the aircraft's cabin. Winston Churchill, an admirer as well as a performer of swashbuckling exploits, summoned the shy New Zealander to 10 Downing Street. Ward, struck dumb with awe in Churchill's presence, was unable to answer the prime minister's questions. Churchill surveyed the unhappy hero with some compassion.

"You must feel very humble and awkward in my presence," he said,

"Yes, Sir," managed Ward.

"Then you can imagine how humble and awkward I feel in yours," returned Churchill.

Churchill knew he was in the presence of a real hero. So did the disciples. In fact, they knew they were in the presence of someone whose significance went beyond celebrity, even beyond heroic. He was their Lord, their Master, their King. If we are wise, he will be our Lord, our Master, our King. If we are wise, Christ will be our Hero, too.

In the rough times may we glimpse something of Christ’s majesty, even in the hard times may we glimpse something of the greater picture of reality and our calling as Christians, the hope of resurrection, the deep awareness that we are loved, that God delights in us. Even though we may let go of him he will not let go of us. How humbling and awesome is that?

May you be there when that happens. 

Prayers of intercession
Almighty God, aware that there is so much in our world today which needs your transforming love, we trust that you will hear our heartfelt prayers, even when we can’t find the words to express them.
Many of us feel unsettled as we witness news reports and images recently. We see influential people involved in scandal and wrongdoing and we don’t know whom to trust. We see the powerful running rough-shod over the most vulnerable in society and we don’t know how to stand against them. We see international disunity, division and conflict and we wonder what will happen next. Take pity on us, Lord, and strengthen those who work for peace, for reconciliation, for compassion and for truth.
Ever-present God, may we witness the transforming light of your love.
 
We bring before you all victims of those who abuse or have abused their position of power in any way. May their voices be heard and wrongs righted. And we ask that you will fill all those in leadership with wisdom and a desire truly to follow your way with integrity.
Ever-present God, may we witness the transforming light of your love.
 
Loving God, with poverty levels in this country at just over one in five and food price inflation at almost 5%, we think of those affected by the increasing poverty in our communities and those who struggle to make ends meet. We remember those who struggle to get employment because of disability or ill health, criminal records, unpaid caring roles, homelessness, or due to discrimination. We pray for those facing redundancy or the collapse of their workplace. Bring them hope and relief from anxiety; enable those who can offer them practical and emotional support; and open up ways to change their circumstances. We pray that the most vulnerable will be prioritised in political decision making at all levels and that those with economic influence might promote a more equitable distribution of resources.
Ever-present God, may we witness the transforming light of your love.
 
God of those who mourn, we pray for those who struggle with illness of body, mind or spirit and for those who care for them, whether as professionals or as those who love them. Bring comfort and healing, patience and endurance into those lives. We pray for insight and clarity for those who work to find new ways of improving life for those who suffer or struggle in any way. We ask your blessing on those known to us who are in any kind of trouble.
Ever-present God, may we witness the transforming light of your love.
 
God of the everyday, we pray for our community, our church, our friends and families, and for ourselves. You alone know the thoughts of our hearts and the concerns we carry; the deepest need of those around us, spoken and unspoken. Where there is need, Lord, bring your transforming love. and help us to serve, not for our own wellbeing, reputation and gratification but in your name. Amen.
A prayer for all ages together
When I am there on a mountain,
where is Jesus? He is there!
When I am alone, where is Jesus? He is there!
When I am with friends,
where is Jesus? He is there!
When I am outside in the street,
where is Jesus? He is there!
When I am happy, where is Jesus? He is there!
When I am sad, where is Jesus? He is there!
Thank you, Jesus, that, wherever I am,
I can know that you are there.
Amen.
A sending out prayer
God of all creation,
radiant with the light of your glory,
let us know that, like your Son Jesus,
we too are marked by your love and the focus of your delight.
Lead us to places of encounter, open our eyes to your glory,
and inspire us to tell others of your love. Amen.

