Bless

Let us go out in reverent silence,

as those whose life is so precious to God

that the Christ would die rather than stop loving us.

May these next three days be spent

in the quiet of contemplation.

and may every moment be held safe

in the open arms of Jesus Christ

and our faith, in what is to come,

be lifted up in hope by the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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GOOD FRIDAY PASTORATE SERVICE 2009
QUARRY CHAPEL

Opening sentences

The echoes of cheering die away and the partying palm branches shrivel on the side of the road.

The glimpses of light on the way ahead flicker into darkness.

All that lies within the shadows and the emptiness waits to be entered, in its pain, its oppressions, and its deathliness. (silence)

But one thing is never in doubt:

The Christ goes on in faithfulness.

Read: Psalm 22:19–24

HYMN 223
There is a green hill
First Station

What waits within our hidden places?

Sometimes, Jesus the Christ, we never fully know.

We dread to search our souls, in case we cannot bear to touch the wounds which lie there, and the betrayals of our hopes, or the grieving we cannot bring ourselves to enter.

Within the hidden places we will find our own tears.

Read: Mark 14.32-52
Second Station

What sounds are hidden in the depths of life?

We hear the weeping of the poor in the distance and the struggles of desperation and death.

In our hearts we move towards the lost and rejected, and hear their sighs of longing and loneliness.

In the depths of life we will find injustice.

Read: Mark 14.53-72
HYMN 207 My song is love unknown
Third Station

Starkly standing on the road ahead are the Jerusalems of our day: the voices of religion when it betrays its God and leads the people into judgments of others; violence against those who are different and entrenched positions of privilege; the sounds of the power of money, and of greed beyond description; the exploitation of the powerless and temptations to endless consumption; the shrieks of pain and fear in war and violence, amid the threatening sounds of military action

pretending to be the agents of peace.

In the places of power we will find violence:

Read: Mark 15.1-20a

Fourth Station

Even as we stand and search into the future, we know that the ground under our feet begins to weep with its pain, the oceans surge in distress, and the mountains shed their coverings of

snow.

In the future we will find

the planet itself crying out for care.

Read: Mark 15.20b-39
Fifth Station

As we find the courage to enter the darkness,

the cross rises before us.

We may dare to look at the cross of human

deadliness.

Jesus the Christ has moved into all human life.

We are never, ever, left alone.
Hymn 217
When I survey the wondrous cross

The cherishing

Read: Mark 15.40-47
Let us gently cover the wounds that lie in this Holy

life, knowing that, as we do, we are also receiving the gracious love of Jesus the Christ.

We will cover our pain, our grieving, and our unforgiven failures.
We will cover the injustices and rejections of the world.

We will cover the violence of the world.

We will cover the struggling life of our planet.

Like the friends of Jesus in his day, we will gently cherish the Christ.

We will now lay down the difficulties of life.

We bring these burdens to this, the Body of Christ, for healing, comfort, forgiveness, and new life in the future.

We will place it into the tomb of love and care.

Hymn 224
In the cross of Christ I glory
